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Abstract

Staphylococcus aureus are the bacteria that always contaminated in several foods especially the
food which is directly contacted by the traders. It is the poor hygiene index of the traders.The aim of this
research is to study the contamination of S. aureus in 4 ready-to-eat fruits; water-melon, papaya, mango
and guava retailed in the Songkhla Municipality, Amphur Muang, Songkhla Province during May 2014 to
July 2014. The one hundred and sixty ready-to-eat fruits samples were collected and the contamination
of S. aureus was examined by the direct plate count method. The results showed that 59 samples
(36.9%) from 4 types of ready-to-eat fruit were positive for S. aureus. The highest count of 7.1x10° CFU/g
was found in papaya. The counts in water-melon, mango and guava were 8.1x10° CFU/g, 7.0x10° CFU/g
and 6.5x102 CFU/g respectively. Beside that the S. aureus counts all 4 types of ready-to-eat fruit were
higher than the highest limit count of 100 CFU/g¢ which was the standard recommended by the
Department of Medical Sciences (2010). The results implied that the ready-to-eat fruits retailed from the
street vendors was risk of foodborne illness caused by S. aureus contamination.
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