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The Comparative Study of Old Style and Modern Style of Music for Nang-talung Plays
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research which applied an ethnomusicological of methodology
of research . The research aimed to comparative studies of old and modern style of music for
Nang-talung, shadow puppet plays base on its ensemble, role and functions of the musical
instruments, and musical repertoires and musical characteristics. The results were shown that the
old style of ensemble was consists of Pi, Klong Took, Tab, Mong, Ching and Trae, those were
called Kruenghaa ensemble, while the present syle of ensemble were added western musical
instrument into the old style of ensemble. In the old style of ensemble Pi was responsible for
lead the melody, while Tab was lead the rhythm, the others such as Klong-took Ching and Trae
were accompanied of rhythm, while in modern style of ensemble Pi, guitar and keyboards were
provide for melody while the main rhythm had controlled by drum kit, therefore Mong, Ching
and Trae were accompanying for the rhythm. Musical repertoires in old style ensemble were
took from the Thai traditional song and some were from the special tune for Nang-talung only.
For present style of ensemble some were took form Thai traditional music, some from special tune
for Nang-talung, but most of those tune were took from Thai popular music in the present time.
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