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The Analysis of Civil Defamation cases in Mass Communication and Media

Profession: A Case Study from the Supreme Court’s Decisions during 1925 to 2014
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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to find out that during 1925 to 2014 how many civil
defamation cases pursuant to section 423 of the Civil and Commercial Code whereby mass
communication and media profession were plaintiffs were appealed to the Supreme Court, who
were involved in the cases, what sort of statements were considered within the ambit of civil
defamation ground and what reasons were given by the Court to dismiss the defamation cases. It
was found that during 1925 to 2014 there were 63 defamation cases appealed to the Supreme
Court. Nineteen cases were related to newspaper and it was mostly appealed to the Court by
politicians. Out of the nineteen cases, the Supreme Court decided that the plaintiffs were guilty
in thirteen cases and dismissed six cases. The court decided the newspaper guilty because the
media did not verify the information and cannot prove the facts. The court dismissed some cases
because the court views that media had good intent and the media had some evidences that
can prove that the content of the press is the truth.

Keyword: Media, the defamation in civil case, the civil and commercial code
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